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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

BOOKS. 

THE SONGS OF AN EGYPTIAN PEASANT collected and translated into German 

by HEINRICH SCHAEFER. English edition by FRANCES HART BREASTED. 

Leipsig: J. C. Hinrichs, 1904. Pp. xxiv, 148. 
This little book contains Arabic texts (in Roman transcription) with Eng- 

lish translations (and explanatory notes) of 134 brief songs of the peasants 
of Upper Egypt. They were written down by the author in the winter of 

900oo-90ox during the excavation of the Berlin Museum at the sun-temple 
of the old king Ne-user-Re at Abusir, but do not hail from the natives of 
that place but from inhabitants of Saqqira, the chief contributor being one 

Mahmfid Mohammed. el-'Itr, an old watchman or rarfr, who proved to be a 

very good subject. The songs, which strike very diverse notes, are such as 
the people really sing. The melodies are limited to a few tones. In the love- 
songs occurs "a certain freshness and vividness," and we learn that " the 
most outspoken of these are sung by old women, who are paid to entertain 
the guests at family celebrations," - in a village there are three or four of 
these women. The vogue of some of the songs in this collection extended to 
Cairo, and "even to the sea between Egypt and Palestine." As the trans- 
lator notes, in various places, our own folk-songs and child-lyrics are re- 
called. Thus, e. g. (p. 16) the Egyptian rhyme,-- 

The baby gazelle, my children, 
Goes behind its mother to the pasture; 
It goes to the pasture without any shoes, 
With little feet bare. 

reminds us of 
Shoe the old horse and shoe the old mare, 
But let the little filly go bare, go bare I 

Quite characteristic is the following: - 

O Lord, let it rain, 
Wet my little dress ! 
So that corn will be cheaper, 
And I can fill my belly ! 

In these songs and in popular speech Joseph is frequently mentioned as an 
ideal of beauty, and a certain red cosmetic is known as "Joseph's beauty." 
A favorite " round number" is three. As an equivalent for " good, excellent," 
hindi, i. e. " (East) Indian " often occurs; also " Chinese." The escutcheon 
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establishment, and then Miss Rose Harnan, who testified that she was the 
head of the corps of typewriters, after the "doctor's" wife had separated 
from him, told how the establishment was conducted. Incidentally, she 
said, she signed the diplomas conferring the Ph. D. degree as vice-president 
of the college, although she admitted that she had not the slightest idea 
what Ph. D. meant, and did not know what the graduates had done to 
become entitled to it. 
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on the back of European coins is called by the peasants a " window "- 
an English sovereign is " father of the window." A curious Egyptian idea 

(p. io6) is the comparison of the sweetheart's heels with the tenderness of 
a cucumber. 

A. F C. 

DAS KIND AUF DER ANTIKEN BUHNE von HANS DEVRIENT. Abhandlung 
zu dem Jahresberichte des Wilhelm-Ernst-Gymnasiums. Weimar: Druck 
der Hof-Buchdruckerei, 1904. Pp. 20. 

Discusses the question of the child-rle in ancient Greek drama, - Rome 
and India are to be considered later elsewhere, - a topic already treated 

by Haym in his Depuerorum in re scenica Graccorum partibus (Halle, x897. 
Inaug. Diss.). In so far as Greek tragedy is concerned, child-parts, played 
and spoken by boys, did not exist, nor in the comedies of Aristophanes does 

any real child actor appear. The Attic stage had in fact no child-r8les as 
such, - all the appearances of children are less than this. But in the folk- 
mimus, which was not so artificial as the literary drama, child-parts may 
have existed, and here lie the beginnings of the modern " child on the 

stage." 
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